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 The Media’s Political Influence 
Abstract 
 
The media consists of a large part of the contemporary society’s everyday life. 
Television, Magazines and the Internet have become an essential part of peoples’ lives. 
We are spending more and more time on these media platforms than ever in the history 
of mankind. Transnational Media companies like News Corporation have taken 
advantage of this need in peoples’ lives by creating large institutions, which deliver the 
information we need, whether it is on TV, in Newspapers or on the Internet.  The 
discussion touched in this project is, the debate that News Corporation, with its 
chairman, Rupert Murdoch, has taken the large network his empire has created, in to 
another degree of influence. British politicians, are influenced more and more by these 
media companies, and this project aims to show this through a case study of the British 
media coverage of the Iraq War. Thus, this project investigates the impact and influence 
News Corporation have had on British Politicians, with focus on Tony Blair’s 
judgments during the United States decision of invading Iraq, which this project  
reviews through using British articles on the War in Iraq, alongside documents from the 
Leveson inquiry.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1. Problem field 
 
The media is an essential part of people’s life. People are spending more time than ever 
on platforms like Television, Magazines, Internet and Newspapers.1 The concept of the 
transnational media corporations2 has emerged from this increasing popularity of the 
media. Such a transnational company is typically a global media company, which 
consists of smaller localized and international media products. One media Mogul, 
Rupert Murdoch, has been a keen actor in this industry with his media empire - News 
Corporation. He founded it in 1979 in Australia and since then, it has developed into the 
second largest media empire in the world.3 
Our intention is to investigate, through a discourse analysis, and network analysis, what 
sort of political role News Corp has obtained, with Murdoch’s large network. We would 
like to illustrate how there is a connection between political actors and Rupert 
Murdoch’s News Corp and we will do this by applying a discourse analysis to selected 
articles covering the Iraq War events4. This significant relationship between the political 
institution and the media institution strengthens the possibility for putting forward a 
shared discourse, through determining the political agenda.5  
Media determines what issues are shown and emphasized in Television and other 
platforms, and is considered to be a political information vehicle, shaping the way 
people think of politics by structuring their opinions.6 However, there is a fine line 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1 People spend more time at home, are doing less but are happier despite recession, claims IPA research, 
2012 http://www.thedrum.com/news/2012/04/26/people-spend-more-time-home-are-doing-less-are-
happier-despite-recession-claims-ipa [Accesed 18 December 2012] 
2 Bilton T., Bonnett K., Jones P., Introductory Sociology 4th edition, 2002, p. 549. 
3 News Corporation : Overview / Introduction. [ONLINE] Available 
at:http://www.corporatewatch.org.uk/?lid=357. [Accessed 19 December 2012] 
4 Rupert Murdoch pressured Tony Blair over Iraq, says Alastair Campbell | Media | The 
Guardian . [ONLINE] Available at:http://www.guardian.co.uk/media/2012/jun/15/rupert-
murdoch-tony-blair-iraq-alastair-campbell. [Accessed 19 December 2012].  
5 Agenda Setting Theory. [ONLINE] Available 
at:http://www.utwente.nl/cw/theorieenoverzicht/Theory%20clusters/Mass%20Media/Agenda-
Setting_Theory.doc/. [Accessed 19 December 2012]. 
6 London S., How the Media Frames Political Issues, 2012 
6	  
between informative and social shaping function of the media, and becoming an 
influential actor on the political scene. We would like to investigate how News Corp, as 
a transnational media company has, through Murdoch’s political network, used media 
coverage to frame political events. As an example, adequate for our research, we are 
using the Sun’s coverage of the Iraq War, which hopefully will picture, what impact 
Rupert Murdoch’s empire have on British politicians. By analyzing the gathered 
empirical data, from relevant articles concerning the Iraq War, Tony Blair, and Rupert 
Murdoch we hope to show what kind of political power News Corp has obtained and 
what role in British politics it is playing now.  
The reason why we decided to investigate this was the commonly shared interest in the 
subject of the media’s role in the contemporary societies, hence the possible connection 
between media companies and political decision-making. As Rupert Murdoch is one of 
the biggest media moguls of all time7, we directed our attention to the coverage of the 
Iraq war, where we wish to investigate how or if his company has played a significant 
role in shaping the background for decisions made by British politicians.  
This case has filled a lot of headlines in some of Britain’s biggest newspapers such as 
The Guardian (English news magazine) and The Sun (News Corp ownership). This case 
has also been the introduction to a complex debate concerning how the media should be 
regulated. However this debate grew into a battle of discourses. This battle has raged on 
and on, this is especially seen in the articles of The Sun and The Guardian. 
The interesting topic to investigate is to what extent the media is allied with any 
particular political institution for indirectly forcing political actors to make decisions, 
through discourses in articles. Our focus is then, that whether the network Rupert 
Murdoch has obtained in the course of the development of his company creates a risk of 
political decisions to be taken by the individuals acting under the influence of 
pressurizing public articles. Our reflections about the subject, presented above, have led 
us to constructing the following problem formulation for our project: 
 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
7  News Corporation : Overview / Introduction. [ONLINE] Available 
at:http://www.corporatewatch.org.uk/?lid=357. [Accessed 19 December 2012]. 
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1.2. Problem formulation 
How does the coverage of the Iraq War shed light on the media’s political 
influence? 
 
1.3. Working questions 
 
1.-How does the coverage of the Iraq War examplify the relationship 
between News Corp.  and the british politicians? 
 
2.-How does News Corp., operating as a network, exercise influence as a 
political actor? 
 
3.- Using the Iraq war as an example, what kind of political role has the 
transnational media obtained? 
 
1.4. Project design / Reading instructions 
In order to clarify the construction of the project and make it more transparent, we will 
briefly outline its structure. Writing a project on any subject requires using specific 
methods, relevant for the character of investigation. Therefore, after familiarizing the 
readers with the subject of our work, we present the chosen methods and explain their 
application in our project. It also includes the choice of data, as we find it necessary to 
provide the explanation for using specific sources. Next, we present the epistemological 
and ontological approach of the chosen theory, and explain which one we identify with, 
so the reader can easily understand our position in relation to the project and case it 
investigates. This will create a solid ground for the theory chapter. First, we explain our 
choice of theories, which will be followed by precise, detailed description of theories. 
8	  
This we include in this paper in order to present our theoretical approach to the case. 
After that, we will focus on a full presentation of data and also, description of the case. 
This is necessary as allows us to proceed to the analysis and, further on, discussion on 
the working questions. After analyzing data we have gathered during our work, we will 
include conclusions. 
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2. METHODOLOGY 
  
In this chapter we present the methods we have chosen for the project, and also explain 
how we will use it in our investigation on the case we are interested in. It contains the 
choice of data too. 
Methodological approach used in our project is deduction, which is a kind of 
argumentation which proceeds from theory to observation. This is the foundation of the 
hypothetical-deductive method. We are deducing our qualitative data, in order to obtain 
knowledge about a specific problem. The use of qualitative data is a preliminary in the 
deductive approach. The qualitative data consist of interviews and articles. The way we 
attend to deduce them is by utilizing discourse analysis by Laclau and Mouffe and the 
network theory by Castells. These both conduct qualitative ways of analyzing empirical 
data. The discourse analysis by Laclau and Mouffe is analyzing linguistics and symbols 
in order to understand reality. The networking theory deals with the structure of News 
Corporation as a network, in order to understand reality and actual power. In short terms 
the network theory by Castells is applied to empirical data in a case study.  
Since we are researching real-life occurred events - we are doing a case study.  
2.1. Choice of data 
In this subchapter we will present our choice of the empirical data, which we use in the 
investigation which are project is about. These are the following: qualitative data and 
Case Study. 
 
2.2. Qualitative data 
Our type of data is qualitative data, which according to businessdictionary.com: 
10	  
“Approximates or characterizes but does not measure the attributes, 
characteristics, properties, etc., of a thing or phenomenon. Qualitative data describes, 
whereas quantitative data defines”.8  
Qualitative data we have chosen to use in our project is made up of articles from papers, 
which have covered political issues involving British politicians, inter alia what we are 
focusing on - the coverage of the UK’s involvement in the Iraq War. They will allow us 
to discuss political discourses within the context of these articles, and identify 
corresponding discourses, in order to establish relations. This can also help us with our 
investigation, of whether the owners of the Sun, Rupert Murdoch’s political network, 
has any decision-making power of some sort.  
Our qualitative data also includes news from representatives of opposing discourses, as 
well as messages put forward by British politicians, interviews on the subject and 
hearings. We will select relevant material in order to enlighten the specific aspects of 
the case and explore the events that are affecting it. We have chosen to apply the 
qualitative data because we are using a case study to exemplify the tendencies we 
investigate in our project, by using discourse analysis. We intend to investigate how 
they shape political processes, which will allow us to adapt a constructivist perspective 
in our project. We have chosen these articles and interviews, because they give an 
impression of the relation between Rupert Murdoch and Tony Blair. This qualitative 
data is in form of articles and the interviews originated from the Leveson Inquiry. The 
data that originates from the Leveson Inquiry is hold in a public accessible environment, 
and contains hearings of Tony Blair and Rupert Murdoch. 
 
2.3. Case study 
As mentioned above, we are also using a case study as a research method. It operates 
with real-life events9. The vase study can be done in 2 ways; first one is the descriptive 
case studies, which sets to describe the natural phenomena which occur in the 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
8 What	  is	  qualitative	  data?	  definition	  and	  meaning.	  [ONLINE]	  Available	  at:http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/qualitative-­‐data.html.	  [Accessed	  17	  December	  2012]..	  
9 Bitsch Olsen, Poul & Pedersen Kaare 2008 – Problem-Oriented Project Work Roskilde University Press 
1st ed. Page 196-197 
11	  
questioned data. Secondly is the explanatory case study that seeks to explore any 
phenomena in the data, which is a point of interest of the researcher10.  
However a theoretician named McDonough (1967) suggested a third and fourth form of 
the case study: the interpretive and evaluative case study11. These two developed forms 
of the case study appeals to our approach concerning the empirical data. We intend to 
analyze and interpret the empirical data. Through interpretive case studies, we can 
interpret the data by developing theoretical categories, which supports or perhaps 
challenge the assumptions made concerning them. However we still wish to conclude in 
the end of our project, this signifies we have to judge our data. This is done in the 
evaluative approach. So we need to include both ways in order to make our project 
properly.  
 
 
	  
 
 
 
 
 
	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
10 Bitsch Olsen, Poul & Pedersen Kaare 2008 – Problem-Oriented Project Work Roskilde University 
Press 1st ed. Page 196-197 
11 ONLINE] Available at: http://eprints.utm.my/8221/1/ZZainal2007-Case_study_as_a_Research.pdf. 
[Accessed 19 December 2012] 
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3. EPISTEMOLOGY 
 
The epistemological and ontological approach of Laclau and Mouffe’s discourse theory 
are poststructuralist and constructionist. They acknowledge the structuralist claim of 
language being a structure of signs gaining the meaning as a consequence of being 
different from each other.12 However, they do not see this structure as fixed, and 
through distinguishing between articulation (linguistic actions), and signs, (what 
language is made up of) in a way somewhat similar to Saussure, they see the structure 
of signs as constantly changeable. They adapt a constructivist view on society, as they 
see reality as constructed through discursive practice, and therefore determined by how 
we describe or construct it.13 However, they are partly inspired by the objectivist view, 
as they acknowledge temporary fixations of meanings, which appear objective, to the 
one beholding it through the temporary fixated system of meaning. 14  Also they 
acknowledge the existence of objects, but see their meaning as dependent on our 
different ways of viewing it. Therefore, a cave, for instance, exists, but whether we see 
it as a home, or as a potentially dangerous place due to the darkness of it, or as simply 
part of natural scenery without any apparent meaning, depends on how we place signs 
in relation to each other. This weight on the subject’s interpretation of the world, also 
makes Laclau and Mouffe subjectivists, as they believe the world to be something 
appearing differently to different subjects. Therefore, truth is constructed, and cannot be 
revealed as something objective. Thus, the only thing researchable is the attempts to 
fixate and construct meaning. 
We have chosen this ontological position, as  it allows us to view society in a way that 
is more fitting in relation to, what discursive political practice we seek to research. We 
admit, that by choosing this position, we are ourselves subjects to our own interpretation 
of the world, and our understanding of society is also constructed. We will, though, in 
our analysis try our utmost to use our theory, method and data, that makes it partly 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
12 Marianne Jorgensen and Louise J. Philips “Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method”, Sage 
Publications Ltd 2002, p. 24-25. 
 
13 Marianne Jorgensen and Louise J. Philips “Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method”, Sage 
Publications Ltd 2002, p. 24-25. 
 
14 Marianne Jorgensen and Louise J. Philips “Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method”, Sage 
Publications Ltd 2002, p. 26-30. 
13	  
possible to extricate ourselves from these assumptions laying within our positioning of 
signs, and lift us up above these. 
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4. CHOICE	  OF	  THEORIES	  
 
4.1. Discourse analysis theory 
The discourse analytical approach of Laclau and Mouffe has been chosen, as it allows 
us to understand and interpret changes in politics, as a consequence of linguistic 
language and groups of statements. In continuation of this, it is possible to determine 
relations, through Laclau and Mouffes conceptualization of group formations, as a 
consequence of shared discourses. It is, by using this theoretical framework, possible for 
us to establish an antagonism between the pro – and con-war discourses, represented by 
respectively the Sun and the British government, lead by Tony Blair, and the Guardian. 
By establishing nodal points for each discourse, we can treat concepts as myth and 
floating signifiers, as subjects to the competing discourses, and we can by using the 
concept of hegemonic intervention, show how a discourse is abolished by another. What 
is important for our assignment in terms of Laclau and Mouffes theory of discourse, is 
their rejection of a distinction between base and superstructure in the Marxist sense, and 
their claim of reality being discursively constructed. Also Laclau and Mouffe claim that 
“politics is primacy” and therefore what determines how we temporarily construct 
society. By using this explanation, in continuation of Foucault’s earlier shown definition 
of power, we can determine what actual political influence a media company, as “the 
Sun” is obtaining through the creation of discourses – what power it actually holds. 
 
 
4.2. Network society theory (M. Castells) 
This theory allows us to explain how the power is organized in the media institutions 
(News Corporation specifically), in order to discover how it becomes a political actor 
through having the political power.  
If we look at the theory through Castells’ eyes, we can see that it is made up of different 
networks. They are all linked together and make the power flow dynamically. Using this 
explanation, we can analyze what exactly the power in the media network is, and how it 
is built. 
15	  
Apart from the explanation of how the society is built of networks, Castells makes 
references to the main nuclear networks in the society, including media networks. He 
also explains how media, through globalization, obtains power which is bigger than the 
one held by the state. Thus, we can use this theory to explain how much power the 
media institutions (or networks) have, what different nodes, like News Corp, exist in the 
media network., how they distribute their power, and to what extent they are political 
actors, with different viewpoints.  
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5. THEORIES	  
 
In this section of the theoretical chapter, focus will be paid to discourse analysis as a 
theoretical framework. First, a brief examination of the development of discourse 
analysis will be made, followed by an explanation of selected branches of the field of 
discourse analysis as an introduction. In continuation of this, a thorough exposition of 
the discourse analytical approach by Laclau and Mouffe, will be made. Eventual 
repetitions might occur in order to provide the reader with a consummate understanding 
of the theory. 
 
5.1. Discourse analysis 
Discourse analysis is not only a social scientific method but also a theoretical angle 
from which society is viewed. A discourse is a concept of patterns in society, and 
therefore discourse analysis can be regarded a social scientific tool for interpreting 
society. Though having its origin in Marxist and neo-Marxism an emergence of a 
poststructuralist constructivist ways of viewing the different sets of statements of which 
society, in accordance to constructivist discourse analysis, is created, have occurred. 15 
The Marxist origin can be seen in discourse analysis focus on so-called “struggling-
discourses” resting within society. Marxist discourse analysis is exclusively concerned 
with the struggle between two institutions. The elite (the bourgeoisie) and the people 
(the proletariat). Therefore, the clash between two classes is, in the Marxist approach, 
the base of the discourse analysis, and the concept of power is a central part of this 
analytical approach.16 The great focus on power have been carried on alongside the 
development of discourse analysis17, though power in itself have been redefined, and 
innovation have been made concerning the construction, or obtaining of power.   
Constructivist discourse analysts believes that power is obtained through having, what 
is expressed as, the dominating discourse, meaning the strongest of the competing 
discourses resting within society, as it is through discourses changes of social, or 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
15 Heine Andersen and Lars Bo Kaspersen, “Classical and Modern Social Theory”, Blackwell Publishing 
2007, p. 160-173. 
16 Marianne Jorgensen and Louise J. Philips “Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method”, Sage 
Publications Ltd 2002, p. 30-33. 
17 Though neglected by some discourse analysist 
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political practice, is made. Several different discourses exists within society, and from 
these competing discourses the dominating one will be the one constructing reality. 18 
This is a consequence of a discourse always pointing towards a pattern of action, and if 
the discourse itself is commonly acknowledged as the best “explanation”, or 
“argument”, regarding a specific phenomenon, actions will be taken in accordance to 
this discourse.19 From a discourse analytical point of view language is the very 
foundation for creating the social world we live in. Therefore it should firstly be 
clarified what language is, from a poststructuralist point of view. When defining 
language, one should look at the distinction put forward by Ferdinand de Saussure, who 
divided language into two categories. The first one, parole, which refers to language 
used in practice in certain social situations, and the second, language, which is the very 
structure parole should rely on, in order to enable articulation, in these situations.20 
From a poststructuralist point of view, language is seen as a net of signs, that all holds a 
meaning. However, as words or signs does not hold a meaning in them self, it is only 
through socially constructed meanings they find their raison d’etre. These obtain their 
meaning from being different from one another, and therefore the metaphor of the net is 
once again applicable for explaining how it works, as it implies that language is a 
complex structure where every “knot” is reliant on one another, for the structure to 
function as a whole.21 Poststructuralists, however, rejects the structuralist claim of this 
“net” being predetermined and unchangeable, as they argue that language is in constant 
development, and that signs are often redefined to represent new meanings. Yet, they 
still acknowledge the classification of language as a structure, but just with replaceable 
or changeable parts.22 Something that finds coherence with all constructivists is that 
language is not pre-existing, but adapts different meanings within different discourses, 
and therefore becomes an instrument of the discourses rather than the discourses being a 
subject to language.23 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
18 Marianne Jorgensen and Louise J. Philips “Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method”, Sage 
Publications Ltd 2002, p. 5. 
19 Marianne Jorgensen and Louise J. Philips “Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method”, Sage 
Publications Ltd 2002, p. 9. 
20 Marianne Jorgensen and Louise J. Philips “Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method”, Sage 
Publications Ltd 2002, p. 10. 
21 Marianne Jorgensen and Louise J. Philips “Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method”, Sage 
Publications Ltd 2002, p.11-12. 
22 Marianne Jorgensen and Louise J. Philips “Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method”, Sage 
Publications Ltd 2002, p. 10. 
23 Marianne Jorgensen and Louise J. Philips “Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method”, Sage 
Publications Ltd 2002, p. 10. 
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The approach of Laclau and Mouffe, used in this project, adheres somewhat to the one 
of Foucault, as they, like Foucault, see discourses as something aspiring from different 
social groups or agents, and therefore something exclusively subject to the articulator.24 
“We shall discourse a group of statements in so far as they belong to the same 
discursive formation […Discourse] is made up of a limited number of statements for 
which a group of conditions of existence can be defined. Discourse in this sense is 
not an ideal, timeless form. […] it is, from beginning to end, historical – a fragment 
of history […] posing its own limits, its divisions, its transformations, the specific 
modes of its temporality. (Foucault 1972)25 
This definition is applicable to the approach put forward by Laclau and Muffe, which in 
the next section of this chapter will be explicitly described. 
5.1.1. Laclau and Mouffe 
In their theory of discourse, Laclau and Mouffe have created a constructivist theoretical 
approach for looking at the society from a discourse analytical point of view. They are 
deconstructionists, as they deconstruct other bodies of theory in order to expose their 
weaknesses and put forward alternative ways of doing discourse analysis26. The overall 
entry point of their discourse analysis says that social phenomena are never finished or 
total. Meaning is never fixed, and this opens up for constant struggles over definitions 
of society and identity.27 
  
5.1.2. Theoretical approach 
 
Laclau and Mouffe combines Marxism, which has a starting point for thinking about the 
social, and structuralism which provides a theory of meaning, turning it into a single 
poststructuralist theory. This means that the whole social field is understood as a web of 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
24 See explanation of articulation below. 
25 Marianne Jorgensen and Louise J. Philips “Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method”, Sage 
Publications Ltd 2002, p. 12. 
26 Marianne Jorgensen and Louise J. Philips “Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method”, Sage 
Publications Ltd 2002, p. 24-25. 
27 Heine Andersen and Lars Bo Kaspersen, “Classical and Modern Social Theory”, Blackwell Publishing 
2007, p. 164 – 165. 
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process where meaning is created, and that meanings are only partially fixed within 
different discourses. 28 
The inspiration from Marxism comes to show in the acknowledgement of a constant 
struggle taking place in society. Their theory is made up through a critical study of 
classical Marxism where the economy are seen as a superstructure, where the 
population is divided into two social classes – the workers and the elite. In the Marxist 
approach, capitalist ideology is seen as what determines people’s consciousness, and 
therefore, Marxism does not provide an explanation for how the working class should 
be mobilized in a revolutionary way, in order to liberate oneself from the existing 
alienation29. The neo-marxist theoretician and discourse analyst Antonio Gramsci 
provides a solution for this problem. Gramsci claims, that even though the existence of 
social classes are present and unchangeable, discourses are created on a political level, 
where it is possible to mobilize people politically.30 Laclau and Mouffe is inspired by 
Gramsci’s theory of hegemony, but radicalizes it by rejecting the existence of objective 
classes, and instead claiming that all groups are created through political discursive 
practice.31 Laclau and Muffe also rejects, the Marxist objectivist view on society, as 
something pre-existing for the analysist to reveal, as they only believe the concept of 
society as an attempt to define the meaning of society, but they do not see it as an 
objectively existing phenomena. Also Laclau and Mouffe do not share the same 
impression of power with Marxism, but with Foucault, and they do not separate reality 
and discourse practice, making the world accessible to us, only through discursive 
practice. Power is therefore constituted through political discourses which is seen as 
something above all else. Laclau and Mouffe uses the term objectivity, for explaining 
the discourses exercising power, as they are discourses that have obtained a position as 
something commonly accepted as a simple fact in such a degree that it becomes almost 
impossible to see any alternatives. Therefore, these discourses appears to us as objective 
truth without actually being it. The definition of power made by Foucault, and used by 
Laclau and Mouffe are as follows: 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
28 Marianne Jorgensen and Louise J. Philips “Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method”, Sage 
Publications Ltd 2002, p. 24-25. 
29 Heine Andersen and Lars Bo Kaspersen, “Classical and Modern Social Theory”, Blackwell Publishing 
2007, p. 20-22. 
30 Marianne Jorgensen and Louise J. Philips “Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method”, Sage 
Publications Ltd 2002, p. 30-38. 
31 Marianne Jorgensen and Louise J. Philips “Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method”, Sage 
Publications Ltd 2002, p. 40. 
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“What makes power hold good, what makes it accepted, is simply the fact that it does 
not only weigh in on us as a force that says no, but that it traverses and produces 
things, it induces pleasure, forms of knowledge, produces discourses. It needs to be 
considered as a productive network which runs through the whole social body, much 
more than as a negative instance whose function is repression.” (Foucault 1980)32 
 
 The structuralism in the work of Laclau and Mouffe is appearing through their view of 
language as a net of signs, which gain their individual meaning through their difference 
between one another. Yet, they use a poststructuralist perspective for explaining their 
claim of discourses being changeable.33 
 
5.1.3. Language 
 
Laclau and Mouffe agree with the structuralist claim of language being a constructed 
whole, and do not completely reject the metaphor of the net as an explanatory model. 
As poststructuralists, they do however believe, that in an ongoing language use, which 
they describe as the concept of articulation, (which will be defined more precisely later 
in this chapter) we plaec the signs differently to one another, in order to give them 
meanings. It is, through social interactions, such as conflicts, conventions and 
negotiations whether the meanings are fixed. However, Laclau and Mouffe believe that 
in the creation of this meaning, we always strive to "fix" it  in a structuralist way, in 
order to obtain coherence with each other, as well as to promote our own perspectives 
on specific subjects. This is an impossible task, as every fixation of a meaning is 
contingent in a strict poststructuralist sense. However, the struggles in the attempts to 
establish common systems of meaning, are the very entry point for discourse analysis, 
as it is through these discourses are formed.34 
  
 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
32 Marianne Jorgensen and Louise J. Philips “Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method”, Sage 
Publications Ltd 2002, p. 13. 
33 Marianne Jorgensen and Louise J. Philips “Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method”, Sage 
Publications Ltd 2002, p. 24-25. 
34 Marianne Jorgensen and Louise J. Philips “Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method”, Sage 
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5.1.4. Definition	  of	  theoretical	  concepts	  
 
In their theory, Laclau and Mouffe make use of a broad variety of the theoretical 
concepts. They will all be explained in this chapter, in continuation of their own 
definition, expressed by themselves. 
 
“We will call articulation any practice establishing a relation among elements such 
that their identity is modified as a result of the articulatory practice. The structured 
totality resulting from the articulatory practice, we will call discourse. The differential 
positions, insofar as they appear articulated within a discourse, we will call moments. 
By contrast, we will call element any difference that is not discoursively articulated. 
(Laclau and Mouffe 1985.)35 
  
In accordance to latter promise, a definition of the concepts touched in this quote will 
now be made, and in continuation of this, concepts appearing in these definitions will be 
defined. Finally, all of the relations of these concepts will be clarified. 
 
5.1.4.1. Discourse	  
 
What might be regarded as the most important concept, is the concept of discourse, 
which Laclau and Mouffe view as any fixation of meaning within a certain domain. A 
discourse is, as earlier mentioned, established through the social linguistic interaction, 
(articulation). Using the metaphor of a fishing net where every link (sign) is replaceable, 
the establishment of a discourse stops the motion of these links. It fixates them in 
specific relations to each other, locking them all in a specific meaning, as they are 
transformed from elements into moments. This is done by the exclusion of all other 
possible meanings, that these signs could hold.36 
  
5.1.4.2. Articulations	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These are the actions, which fixate elements in relation to each other, transforming them 
into moments. Articulations are contingent interventions in an indecisive terrain.37 
 
 
5.1.4.3. Moments/Elements	  
 
Moments are what is considered as fixed signs. Moments is what a discourse is made up 
of, and which all have an unambiguous meaning within this discourse. In contrast, 
elements are signs unaffected by articulatory practice. Elements stand outside the 
discourses, and hold various different meanings, yet to be held in a specific relation to 
other signs in order to constitute them in a system of meaning.38 
  
 
5.1.4.4. Nodal	  point	  
 
A nodal point is a "privileged" sign, which holds the central position in the discourse, 
and from which other signs within the discourse acquire its meaning, as a consequence 
of their relation to this sign. This sign should be the entry point, when making discourse 
analysis, as the nodal point is what defines the “nature” of the discourse. 
 
 
5.1.4.5. Floating	  signifiers	  
 
Floating signifiers are signs particularly open to different definitions of meanings. 
These are signs that hold very different meanings dependent on which discourse they 
are attached to.39  
5.1.4.6. Field	  of	  discoursivity	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The field of discoursivity can be seen as a reservoir for the other meanings a sign can 
hold, but which are excluded, in articulatory practice or -  when forming the discourse. 
A discourse is always constituted in relation to the field of discoursivity, and therefore 
always potentially subject to influence and redefinition from the outside of the 
discourse.40 
   
5.1.4.7. Closure	  
 
It is a situation, where a discourse is established as a consequence of the signs being 
temporarily fixed in their relation to each other, creating a system of meaning.41 
  
5.1.4.8. Myth	  
 
As we seek to constitute society as a structure, and constantly seek to create systems of 
meaning, we also tend to treat specific signs as something holding constituted meaning 
or truth. By using the term as “the country” we treat a definition of society as a totality, 
without it actually being so. This is what is regarded as a myth. Laclau defines a myth 
as follows:42 
 
“By myth we mean a space of representation which bears no relation of continuity with 
the dominant “structural objectivity”. Myth is thus a principle of reading of a given 
situation, whose terms are external to what is representable in the objective spatiality 
constituted by the given structure” (Laclau 1990.43) 
 
Now that the different concepts have been defined, the process of discourse making can 
be more clearly defined using these concepts. In all articulation we seek to fixate signs 
in their relation to each other, transforming them from elements into moments. Even 
though Laclau and Mouffe acknowledge the polysemy of all signs, they believe that the 
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Publications Ltd 2002, p. 26-30. 
41 Marianne Jorgensen and Louise J. Philips “Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method”, Sage 
Publications Ltd 2002, p. 26-30. 
42 Marianne Jorgensen and Louise J. Philips “Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method”, Sage 
Publications Ltd 2002, p. 38-40. 
43 Marianne Jorgensen and Louise J. Philips “Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method”, Sage 
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fluctuations of signs can be put to a stop, when a discourse is constituted, obtaining 
closure in terms of establishing a system of knowledge within a certain field. However, 
no discourses are locked, but open for redefinition, as every discourse is created in 
correspondence with its field of discoursivity. Different discourses also compete to 
attach their own meaning to floating signifiers in order to establish them as their own 
nodal point.  
 
 
5.1.4.9. Antagonism	  and	  Hegemony	  
 
In their work, Laclau and Mouffe use the concepts of social antagonism and hegemonic 
intervention. Social antagonism is when two discourses completely reject each other. 
This is easier understood in relation to identity. Two different identities might collide in 
so many discoursive ways, that it becomes impossible to adapt both at the same time. 
However, as identity is constituted by discourses, it is not definitively fixed in its 
constitution, and though seemingly rejecting other identities, it can be changed by a 
hegemonic intervention. A hegemonic intervention is what happens when a discourse is 
strong enough to impose itself on seemingly fixed discourses. Hegemony is offhand the 
same as a discourse, but the hegemony gains its fixation of moments across discourses 
that collide antagonistically.44   
 
It should from the earlier section been made clear, that discourses are in constant 
change, and as competing discourses points towards specific actions, it is through 
articulation interests are promoted, and actions in relation to specific issues are 
imposed. By creating discourses, identity is changed, understanding is changed, and 
relations are established. Groups are formed through political discursive practice, 
making discourses the base for imposing political changes. 
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5.2. Network	  societies	  theory	  
Society is constantly changing. According to the social theorist, Manuel Castells, we 
live in the Information Age, in which new social structures have emerged45. These 
social structures are organized around relations of production, consumption, power and 
experience, which constitute our cultures. They are enacted, reproduced and finally 
transformed by social actors, rooted in the social structure.46 These different relations 
create a network that determinates the structure of the society.  
 
5.2.1. Definition	  
A network is a set of nodes - main actors or institutions of the specific frame. In a 
society defined by the network theory, the distance between two points, reflecting two 
social positions, will be shorter if they are nodes of the same network. This will 
represent more frequent or more intense relation than other related social positions or 
institutions. Networks are open and dynamic systems, in which new nodes can be 
created, while still maintaining their own balance47. 
 
5.2.2. Distributing power	  
The power in the global network societies is based consist of different kinds of power, 
which are: networking power, the network power, the networked power and the making-
network power. The networking power is what the actors or institutions, connected with 
the nuclear society network, have above the others that are outside the network. It is 
because there are benefits in the inclusion and a cost in exclusion (Tongia and Wilson, 
2007)48. The network power is based on the globalization society as a system of social 
coordination between multiples actors. Thus, in these globalized network societies, the 
power arises when a lot of people use the standards of globalization and this dynamic will 
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47 Castells. M., 2000. The Rise of The Network Society. 2nd ed. Oxford: Blackwell publishers 
48 Castells, M., October 2009. Comunicación y Poder. Madrid: Alianza Editorial, p. 73 
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lead to the elimination of other alternatives (Grewal, 2008)49. The standards are the rules that 
have to be followed by people who are inside the network then, the power comes from the one 
who is imposing these rules and its call the networked power. Finally, the making-network 
power is the one to create and program networks according to some determinate objectives and 
the power of connect the different networks ensuring their cooperation and avoiding the 
competence.50   
In these global network societies, Castells argues that the globalization also challenges the 
power held by the state for monopolizing the information, which the society could receive. 
Since the monopolizing of information is not taking place, a significant amount of economical, 
political and cultural power has actually moved from the state to the media network. It is a new 
strong structure, which creates social interaction, unique patterns of authority and a source of 
power, constituted by social relations and communication technologies. 51 Thus, according to 
Castells theory in contemporary network societies, power rests more on the media 
networks than on the state.52 
The exercise of these kinds of power described above depends on two mechanisms: the 
ability to program or reprogram the network’s goals, which lays in the programmers 
hands, and the ability to connect different networks through taking charge of their 
cooperation, what is exercised by the switchers. Programming of each network creates 
an effective process of communication. On the other hand, the switchers have the ability 
to control the connecting points between the networks like: political networks, media 
networks and technological networks. Thus, programmers and switchers exercise their 
power in the network society because of their structural position, which organizes the 
network society.53 
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6. DATA 
 
6.1. News Corporation 
 
News Corporation (News Corp) is a media conglomerate, created by Australian 
Entrepreneur, Rupert Murdoch. He established his empire, with inherited money from 
his late father, and started off by buying different newspaper companies in Australia. 
Thereafter, he started expanding, making his way into Europe. Started off in the UK, by 
buying the newspaper the Times, and the Sun. Later he expanded his empire to the US, 
and now owns companies like Fox News, and Twentieth Century Fox54.  
Currently, News Corporation, with all of its companies, owns the second largest market 
share, only surpassed by the Walt Disney Company, what makes News Corp the second 
largest Media Company in the world.  55 
According to Bilton, Bonnet and Jones, when a media like this starts to emerge, the 
concept, which defines it, is a Transnational Media corporation. A transnational media 
corporation is a company that has the ability to “shift resources and operations between 
locations globally to increase their competitive advantage”.56 News Corp, established 
and controlled by Rupert Murdoch, is the second largest transnational media company 
in the world and this is the reason behind our choice of including this explanation of the 
structure and background of News Corp57.  
The large structure of News Corp is not the only advantage the company has. The 
chairman and senior chief executive, Rupert Murdoch’s large political network is also a 
huge advantage, when seeing things from a media empire’s perspective. According to 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  54	   News Corporation : Overview / Introduction. [ONLINE] Available 
at:http://www.corporatewatch.org.uk/?lid=357%20-
%20Corporate%20Watch,%20Company%20Data,%20Company%20Profiles%20%E2%80%93%2019/12
/12. [Accessed 19 December 2012].	  55	  News Corporation Stock - Yahoo! Finance. [ONLINE] Available 
at: http://finance.yahoo.com/q/co?s=NWS. [Accessed 19 December 2012].	  
56 Bilton T., Bonnett K., Jones P., Introductory Sociology 4th edition, 2002, p. 46. 
57 Bilton T., Bonnett K., Jo nes P., Introductory Sociology 4th edition, 2002, p. 46. 
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Castells Network theory, Murdoch’s large network allows him to access certain cross-
beneficial privileges together with his network58.  
To illustrate this network of News Corp’s as a corporation, here is an attached 
illustration to shed light on News Corp’s structure 
 
 
This illustration indicates the different branches of companies under News Corporation. 
It shows that News Corp is a network, which spans globally59, not just locally, thus 
giving News Corp the title of a transnational media corporation60.   
 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
58 Arsenault, Amelia, Castells,Manual – Switching Power: Rupert Murdoch and the Global Business of 
Media Poltics: A Sociological Analysis (2008) 
59 Arsenault, Amelia, Castells,Manual – Switching Power: Rupert Murdoch and the Global Business of 
Media Poltics: A Sociological Analysis (2008) p 492 figure 1 
60 Bilton	  T.,	  Bonnett	  K.,	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  P.,	  Introductory	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  edition,	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This image illustrates Newscorp’s, or in other words, Murdoch’s network strategy. Here it states 
that NewsCorp, through personal connections and lobbying can influence political decisions, to 
become beneficial for Murdoch, or/and NewsCorp61 
 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
61 Arsenault, Amelia, Castells,Manual – Switching Power: Rupert Murdoch and the Global Business of 
Media Poltics: A Sociological Analysis (2008) p 4502 figure 4 
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6.2. The	  Case	  
Britain’s involvement in Iraq started in 2003, when the British elite voted for involving 
the US in Iraqi invasion. The main reasons for such a result of the vote, was a strong 
suspicion that Iraq, namely Saddam Hussein, was in possession of weapons of mass 
destruction. Even though these grounds had never been confirmed, Tony Blair and his 
government deployed soldiers to Iraq.  However, in the latter referred article, Alistair 
Campbell states, that Tony Blair was constrained by media mogul, Rupert Murdoch, to 
rush the Iraqi invasion. 
6.3. Rupert Murdoch	  	  
Rupert Murdoch is the founder of News Corporation, which is a huge transnational 
media corporation. News Corp was founded in Australia in 1979, and today it consists 
of many subsidiaries in both the news- and entertainment faculty such as: The Sun, The 
Times, and Fox News). Rupert Murdoch appeared on several occasions at the Leveson 
Inquiry, and since he is the face of the News Corp. he is crucial for our investigation of 
the opinions and relations between Tony Blair and Rupert Murdoch. 
This links to the “Leveson Inquiry”62. The Leveson inquiry deals with following 
• The relationship between the press and the public and looks at phone-hacking 
and other potentially illegal behaviour. 
• The relationships between the press and police and the extent to which that has 
operated in the public interest.  The relationship between press and politicians. 
• Recommendations for a more effective policy and regulation that supports the 
integrity and freedom of the press while encouraging the highest ethical 
standards.63 
The Leveson Inquiry is a judicial public inquiry, concerning the ethics of 
the British press following the News International phone hacking scandal and the Iraq 
invasion rumour - Lord Justice Leveson, who was selected in July 2011 to lead these 
hearings; a series of public hearings were held throughout 2011 and 2012. The Inquiry 
published the Leveson Report in November 2012, which reviewed the ethics of the 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
62 The Leveson Inquiry. 2012. The Leveson Inquiry. [ONLINE] Available 
at:http://www.levesoninquiry.org.uk/. [Accessed 17 December 2012]. 
63  About the Inquiry. [ONLINE] Available at:http://www.levesoninquiry.org.uk/about/. [Accessed 17 
December 2012]. 
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British press, Part 2 of the inquiry has been delayed until after criminal prosecutions 
regarding events at the News of the World (Rupert Murdoch company).The outcome of 
the Leveson Inquiry is a possible regulation of the media64 
 These hearings from the Leveson Inquiry are an essential part of our empirical data, 
since them concern views and relations between Tony Blair and Rupert Murdoch. 
6.4. Hearings  
Tony Blair 
Monday, the 28th of May 2012 there was hearing with Tony Blair, in which he states 
that: “Rupert Murdoch never laid such an approach to me”65. At this time he is also 
asked if he opposed the Suns media ethics in the coverage of the Iraq war. Tony Blair’s 
answers: “Yes”. 
 In the morning interview66 Tony Blair also states that 1/3 of the phone calls had been 
with News Corp, and that it would be a fair assessment that there exited an interaction 
between Rupert Murdoch and himself. In the same interview (73-75min) he states, that 
the phone calls between him and Murdoch were not unusual at all. In the 78th minute of 
this hearing, Tony Blair states that the relationship he had with the media was very 
important, because he was pressured by the United states. Next, in minutes 80-85, there 
is a discussion about the relation and support between Rupert Murdoch and Tony Blair 
concerning the Labour Party. Blair states: “if they turn on us, we will fight back”. He 
also denies the common assumption, that the News Corp only supports the leading 
party.  
Rupert Murdoch Wednesday 25 April 2012 Morning. [ONLINE] Available 
at:http://www.levesoninquiry.org.uk/hearing/2012-04-25am/. [Accessed 18 December 2012]. 
In this session Rupert Murdoch is questioned by the Leveson inquiry.  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
64 An inquiry into the culture, practices and ethics of the press. [ONLINE] Available 
at:http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/hc1213/hc07/0780/0780.asp. [Accessed 19 
December 2012]. 
65 . Monday 28 May 2012 Afternoon. [ONLINE] Available 
at: http://www.levesoninquiry.org.uk/hearing/2012-05-28pm/. [Accessed 18 December 2012]. 6.50-
10.00 
66 Monday 28 May 2012 Morning. [ONLINE] Available 
at: http://www.levesoninquiry.org.uk/hearing/2012-05-28am/. [Accessed 18 December 2012]. 
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He was asked, if he had said; “If our flirtation was ever consummated Tony, then I 
suspect we will end up making love like porcupines: very, very careful” His answer 
was: “I might have yes”67.  
In the 30th minute he states that he had never asked a Prime Minister for anything. 
Further on he also states (89-91min) that he would have supported the Labour party, 
Kinnock period if they have had a different policy. Another interesting point is that he 
states (114-116 min) that the shift in power is good for democracy, and he had might as 
well said he would back up Blair for leader of the Labour party (94 min). 
In the minute 118 it is clarified that the Labour party, led by Blair, does not use the 
same policy as the former Labour party (Kinnock), which was not supported by Rupert 
Murdoch’s transnational media corporations. After this (155 min) Murdoch states that 
he and Tony Blair, at the time being, did not have a close relationship as such.  
157th minute Murdoch confirms that he favoured the war, and he did not make any 
conditions for the support, but he certainly expressed his opinions strongly to Tony 
Blair.  
 
6.5. Articles 
- Rupert Murdoch pressured Tony Blair over Iraq, says Alastair Campbell, The 
Guardian  
This article, from the Guardian newspaper published on Friday, June 15th 2012, is 
about the Owner of News Corporation, Rupert Murdoch, personally contacting Tony 
Blair, in an attempt to persuade him to make Britain take involvement in the Iraq War. 
The article is based on Tony Blair’s strategist, Alastair Campbell’s diary entries, where 
he specifically states, that Murdoch contacted Blair, suggesting him to invade Iraq. 
Campbell also suggested that Blair was to make decisions faster. In the article, it also 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
67  Telegraph. [ONLINE] Available at: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/leveson-
inquiry/9227321/Leveson-Inquiry-Secret-Iraq-war-message-just-a-myth.html. [Accessed 17 December 
2012]. 
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states that these publications of Campbell’s diaries will help as evidence at the Leveson 
Inquiry, when Murdoch was to stand trial. 68  
Alastair Campbell was Tony Blair’s personal strategist (spin-doctor). Besides that he 
is a British journalist and broadcaster. He previously worked at the Daily Mirror(UK 
newspaper), after that he became a supporter of the Labour Party. In the late 90ties he 
played a crucial role in the political elite leaded by Tony Blair69 
Another key point in our case is Alistair Campbell’s participation in the article 
published in the Guardian; “Rupert Murdoch pressured TB over Iraq, says Alistair 
Campbell -15-06-12). In this article Alistair Campbell (see above), critiques Rupert 
Murdoch’s involvement in the Iraqi invasion. He argues, that the call between Murdoch 
and Tony Blair had an impact on the latter decision. 
 
Cameron: Brown was talking nonsense”- the Sun 
It is an article published in the Sun on June 15th 2012, by Tom Wells and Tom Newton 
Dunn - Political Editors70. In this specific article David Cameron (prime minister of UK 
– Conservative party) states, that Brown was talking nonsense. Gordon Brown is the 
previous prime minister of UK (2007-2010) from the social democratic Labour party. 
David Cameron: “I think where it comes from is obviously Gordon Brown was very 
angry and disappointed that The Sun had deserted him”; “As a result, he has cooked up 
an entirely specious and unjustified conspiracy theory to try to justify his anger.” 
Cameron believes, that Brown’s intention was to attack him. Interesting thing in this 
article, compared with the Guardian’s, is the different discourse, but also the fact that 
The Sun conveys  David Cameron’s version of the story, which could somewhat 
elucidate, that the News Corp and the British top politicians (Tony Blair, Brown and 
now Cameron) have. a mutual benefitting relationship. 
  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
68 Rupert Murdoch pressured Tony Blair over Iraq, says Alastair Campbell | Media | The Guardian . 
[ONLINE] Available at:http://www.guardian.co.uk/media/2012/jun/15/rupert-murdoch-tony-blair-iraq-
alastair-campbell [Accessed 18 December 2012] 
69 BBC News - The rise and fall of New Labour. [ONLINE] Available 
at:http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-10518842 [Accessed 18 December 2012]. 
70 David Cameron at Leveson Inquiry: Gordon Brown was talking nonsense | The Sun |News| 
Politics. [ONLINE] Available at: http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/news/politics/4373810/David-
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The Thatcher/Murdoch Letters 
Full text published in The Guardian 17th of March 2012. 
This is one of the Thatcher/Murdoch letters, which are concerning a meeting between 
the two7172.  
 
"Tony Blair admits: I would have invaded Iraq anyway,  
Published in The Guardian73  
In this article Tony Blair, former prime minister of UK, is admitting that he would 
invaded Iraq, supported by Rupert Murdoch or not. 
"Blair outlines Iraq evidence”  
Published in BBC News 24th of September 2002 
This article contains the claims described in the 50 paged reports on grounds for the Iraq 
invasion74. “Mr Blair said the 50-page report, based on intelligence and United Nations 
inspectors' reports, showed Iraq's weapons of mass destruction programme was "active, 
detailed and growing". 
 
"Brits will support Iraq war”, The Sun 2002 
This article published by the Sun 30th of July 2007, states that the British people will 
support the Iraq invasion in the future75 
”’Oust Saddam without UN’” 
This article published by the Sun 3rd of August 2007 states that Britain and USA will 
topple Saddam Hussein with or without the help of the rest of the world76. 
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73  UK news | The Guardian . [ONLINE] Available at:http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2009/dec/12/tony-
blair-iraq-chilcot-inquiry. [Accessed 19 December 2012]. 
74  BBC NEWS | UK | Politics | Blair outlines Iraq evidence. [ONLINE] Available 
at:http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/politics/2277352.stm. [Accessed 19 December 2012]. 
75  The Sun |News. 2012. | The Sun |News. [ONLINE] Available 
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“UK consulted over Iraq”, The Sun 2002" 
This article posted in the Sun 31st of July 2007 states that America will not strike against 
Hussein before consulting with Britain. Former vice-president Dick Cheney also appraised the 
support of UK and Tony Blair77. 
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7. ANALYSIS 
 
7.1. Discourse analysis 
The phone call revealed in the Laveson inquiry is an example of Rupert Murdoch’s 
attempts to influence Tony Blair. In order to understand what influence Rupert Murdoch 
is trying to impose by making this phone call, one first has to look at what discourses 
are present in this articulation. This section of the analysis will deal with moments these 
discourses consist of. Also, it will be investigated, whether an antagonism is present in 
the displayed articulation. In order to do so, we will include relevant data, presented in 
the previous chapter for showing what field of discoursivity these moments are fixated 
in relation to.  
It will also be explained, how the nodal point in both discourses becomes a shared 
floating signifier. Finally, we will hold a discussion of whether a hegemonic 
intervention has taken place through this articulation. 
7.1.1. The	  two	  discourses	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The two discourses put forward by respectively Tony Blair and Rupert Murdoch, share 
the same nodal point, however, they point towards two different patterns of action. 
What Rupert Murdoch seeks to obtain, is to expedite the decision of going into Iraq. 
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Rupert Murdoch’s discourse is, in this case, fixated by different interests. He is for one 
thing a representative for a capitalist discourse. This implies, that he has, in his identity, 
integrated a system of meaning, of which the nodal point is News Corp moments. 
Fixated in relation to this are moments such as profit, free market and little regulations 
of monopolization. . At that time Margaret Thatcher was the British prime minister and 
she has the power of applying the fiscal markets rules against the information’s 
monopoly that involved a regulatory rule for News Corp.78 This is particularly shown in 
the note from the dinner he had with Margaret Thatcher, where he “briefs” her on his 
plan on buying up The Times, implicitly saying, that he wants Margaret Thatcher, not to 
stand in his way79 His Iraq War discourse needs to be seen in relation to this capitalist 
discourse. Rupert Murdoch has an interest in spreading capitalist societies. From this 
perspective it is clear, that he wants interference in the Iraq War, as this is a potential 
market for him. Putting forward a discourse which is pro; the speeding of the Iraq war, 
is therefore something that stands in relation to other signs. Tony Blair has in this 
situation a similar interest to engage in the Iraq War, however, other signs stand in 
relation to this discourse. Tony Blair is concerned with matters as legitimizing the war 
and having public as well as parliamentary backing, and it appears in the article: ”Tony 
Blair admits: I would have invaded Iraq anyways”, where a quote of former president 
George W. Bush, acknowledges the fact that the public, among other things, needs 
dealing with by Tony Blair.80 By having these moments, included in his discourse, he 
excludes others, so that what are moments in Rupert Murdoch’s discourse become 
elements, adding up the field of discoursivity in Tony Blair’s. Blair does not have any 
profit-based interest in the Iraq war, but he has political reasons to enter it instead. In 
Tony Blair’s discourse, signifiers such as foreign relations, with mainly the US plays a 
significant role as well as the want to fight insurgence in the form of public repression 
imposed by a dictator as Saddam Hussein.81 Therefore, even though both of the two 
discourses in the long run are pointing towards the same pattern of action, they have 
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http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/davidhughes/100150273/margaret-thatchers-secret-lunch-with-rupert-
murdoch/. 
79The Thatcher/Murdoch  meeting letters – full text, The Guardian 2012 
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80 Tony Blair admits: I would have invaded Iraq anyway | UK news | The Guardian . [ONLINE] 
Available at:http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2009/dec/12/tony-blair-iraq-chilcot-inquiry. [Accessed 19 
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different approaches. One might say that they share the same aim for actions, but 
deviate from each other in terms of “pattern”. 
 
7.1.2. The	  floating	  signifier/Nodal	  point	  
A subject that we have already touched lightly is the floating signifier in accordance to 
the two discourses. The floating signifier in this case is the Iraq War. The Iraq War as a 
sign, is the nodal point in both of the discourses, however the “meaning” of this sign is 
slightly different in the two discourses. The meaning is created by its relation to the 
other signs in the discourse, as well as the exclusion of signs. The signs excluded in the 
Tony Blair’s discourse, are partly the ones of profit, and in the Rupert Murdoch’s it is 
the ones regarding foreign relations, as we cannot say that Rupert Murdoch does not 
share any political goals with Tony Blair. As Blair’s discourse has a signifier for public 
and parliamentary backing, the timeframe signifier it includes, becomes of a certain 
character. It becomes subordinate to these signifiers, when affecting the meaning of the 
nodal point. Tony Blair finds himself in a position, where the need for support and 
legitimization of the Iraq War is more important than carrying out the decision for going 
into Iraq as quickly as possible. Rupert Murdoch has some moments in his discourse 
which make timing primacy at this time. Rupert Murdoch also has a signifier, which 
holds him responsible to a part of the population. This part, being his readers, or 
consumers of his newspaper, who have become used to being concerned with a certain 
perspective on the War. However, Rupert Murdoch has already, by putting forward his 
pro-war discourse in his news companies, managed to perform a hegemonic 
intervention on these, so that they now share this discourse and are not something to be 
taken into consideration, when performing the articulation on the phone. The “time 
signifier”, in Rupert Murdoch’s discourse therefore has primacy. According to his point 
of view, there is no necessity for delaying the decision of going into Iraq. On the 
contrary, Rupert Murdoch actually, might have powerful friends, in the shape of 
American politicians, who he wants to assist in their interest in speeding up the war, 
implied by Alistair Campbell in his hearing in the Leveson inquiry. Therefore – the 
nodal point becomes the floating signifier.82 
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7.1.3. The	  antagonism	  
The antagonism between these two discourses arises, as different meaning-regulating 
signs are included and make these discourses unfusionable. The signs are fixated as two 
different “wholes”, and the only way to change the meaning of the nodal point is too 
include signs from their field of discoursivity. In Tony Blair’s discourse, the following 
signifiers especially exclude the ones of Rupert Murdoch’s: 
• The need for public backing signifier 
• The need for parliamentary backing signifier 
• The need for legitimization of the war 
The first of these are as latter claim suggests, impossible to merge with Rupert 
Murdoch’s discourse, as this is something, that Tony Blair’s maintenance of his position 
is completely dependent on. He is constantly held accountable to the population, as he 
also follows a democracy discourse, and therefore has to utilize his actions in 
accordance to this. Rupert Murdoch however, only has the economical perspective to 
take into account, and therefore he does not consider these democratic issues at all. 
However, from one of the articles published by the Sun83 Rupert Murdoch seeks to 
affect this very sign, by indicating that this particular manner is not a reason for 
concern. In the article, it appears that the British population will support the Iraq war as 
soon as it has begun. This can actually be seen as an articulation from Rupert Murdoch, 
which shows that Tony can actually delete that sign from his discourse, abolishing its 
influence. Rupert Murdoch’s paper, The Sun, has also published articles showing that 
the third of these points, need for legitimization of the war, is something that could be 
excluded from the discourse. In one of the articles it is described, how the US and the 
UK will go forward with the War, even without the authorization from the UN. It puts 
following arguments, through quotations of former president, George W. Bush, that it is 
peace they seek to fight for, and that Saddam Hussein should not be trusted.84 Another 
article shows the close relations between the US and the UK, seeking to establish this as 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
83 ” The Sun |News. [ONLINE] Available 
at:http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/news/150551/Brits-will-support-Iraq-war.html. [Accessed 19 
December 2012]. 
84 The Sun |News. [ONLINE] Available at:http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/news/144664/Oust-
Saddam-without-UN.html. [Accessed 19 December 2012]. 
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a legitimate reason for the War.85 It becomes clear that Rupert Murdoch has tried, 
through articulation in the form of articles, to redefine Tony Blair’s discourse, by 
making it more adaptable to his own. The second one of the points above, however, still 
proves a significant problem, for Rupert Murdoch to impose his discourse onto Tony 
Blair. 
7.1.4. The	  hegemonic	  intervention	  
What happened when Rupert Murdoch rang Tony Blair, was an attempt to make a 
hegemonic intervention. As we can see from the articles, this has had a big “lead up” as 
Rupert Murdoch has already tried to re-fixate the signs in Tony Blair’s discourse. But 
have he succeeded then. Apparently, something has happened in the long picture, as the 
Iraq War did happen after all. However, this was a mutual goal of the two all along. 
Rupert Murdoch might have helped it along, by replacing signs in Tony Blair’s 
discourse earlier on, but at the time of the actual call, it is difficult to set a figure down 
on an subsequent action, taken by Tony Blair to step up the process of engaging in the 
Iraq War. Yet, the phone call itself poses a significant role in this analysis, as it provides 
us with a nodal point and allows us to look at tendencies that may not have been clear 
before.  
 
7.2. The	  Network	  Societies	  
 
For explaining the case of this project, which applies the Castell’s network societies 
theory, we are focusing on analyzing the data of News Corp’s model organization. With 
this information we hope to be able to know, that News Corp is a powerful network and 
knowing this, we can analyze how much power this institution has, how it flows the 
power and compare it with other networks. Finally, in order to know if the News Corp 
network really has a political power, we will analyze what parts of the networks share 
News Corp’s network with the politic network around Tony Blair, taking as a common 
node the British participation on the Iraq war.   
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
85 The Sun |News. [ONLINE] Available at:http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/news/147152/UK-
consulted-over-Iraq.html. [Accessed 19 December 2012]. 
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7.2.1. News	  Corp	  as	  a	  network	  
As we certainly can see the News Corp’s Organizational Structure and the Processual 
Model of the News Corp Strategy86, Rupert Murdoch is ahead of a particular network, 
which is also related to different networks, like: media consumers network, financial 
markets network and political network. Based on this structure, we can find 
mechanisms, which Rupert Murdoch uses according to the network theory, in terms of 
network programmers and switchers. Castells also described briefly, News Corp in 
these terms.87 
Rupert Murdoch creates his own company organizing it in different kinds of 
communication mediums and within these, there are different entities and groups. Thus, 
News Corp is a network formed by subnetworks in which there are different nodes, that 
are interconnected vertically and horizontally. 88  Throughout this communication 
network, the most important node that is linked to every other node, is Rupert Murdoch. 
He decides about the goals of the company what makes him the programmer of the 
entire network of News Corp. Being the programmer of this corporation gives Murdoch 
the ability to decide over each subnetwork, and therefore to create an effective process 
of communication. 
Rupert Murdoch is not only influencing his own media network, but he is also related to 
other networks, such as the political network, financial markets network and media 
consumers network. Murdoch’s objectives and even beliefs are reflected in the 
company’s subnetworks, and they also influence others, as well as the media consumers 
network through the nodes they share between them, namely, the communication 
channels. News Corp expands to the financial field, because influencing the consumers 
in their opinions also determines the demand for people in the markets and thus, the 
network between financial markets and News Corp is shared. Moreover, the relation 
with the political network is close, so News Corp network can take advantage from the 
relationship with politicians. It makes it possible to change regulatory policy that is 
imposed on his company in order to make it easier for the company to work, while 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
86 Arsenault, Amelia, Castells,Manual – Switching Power: Rupert Murdoch and the Global Business of 
Media Poltics: A Sociological Analysis (2008) p 492 figure 1 
87 Arsenault, A. and Castells, M., 2008. Switching Power: Rupert Murdoch and the Global Business of 
Media Politics: A Sociological Analysis. SAGE, p. 503 
88 Arsenault, Amelia, Castells,Manual – Switching Power: Rupert Murdoch and the Global Business of 
Media Poltics: A Sociological Analysis (2008) p 492 figure 1 
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politicians earn personal media connections. For all this, News Corp acts as a network 
switcher, linking different main networks of the society, and it has the ability to control 
these networks by cooperating with the company. 
News Corporation is then the network, which expands its influence on other networks, 
therefore creating a macro-network. Rupert Murdoch is the person, who organizes and 
partly dictates the objectives of the other networks as well. This also becomes him the 
programmer not only of its own communication network but also the programmer of 
political network, financial markets network and media consumers network of this 
macro-network share.89 
 
7.2.2. The	  power	  in	  the	  News	  Corp	  
In such a macro-network, much power is flowing through the different networks, in 
which it is distributed differently – concentrates more power in some of them and less in 
others. Comparing the News Corp network with other networks in terms of power, we 
can see how much power is concentrated in Rupert Murdoch’s hands. 
According to Castells’ theory, macro-network, as the one owned by Murdoch, is divided 
into different kinds of power. In relation with the networking power, based on the 
beneficiation of inclusion and the costs of exclusion, the power resides in being part of 
the network and as we know, New Corp is a large and important part of this extensive 
macro-network.  
The network power lies in the amount of people who are included in the network, 
expanding his company both in its internal subnetworks as in other political network or 
financial markets fields, Rupert Murdoch what is doing is expanding their power at the 
same time. Extending the network also can eliminate alternatives like other media 
companies and that leads to the monopoly of communication.  
 According to the networked power, all people who are within this macro-network, must 
follow the same social rules dictated by Rupert Murdoch and, if we add that alternatives 
diminish with the expansion of the company, we will find a large part of society 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
89 Since now I will call it a shared network (News Corp., Media consumers, financial markets and 
political network) the macro-network for a clearer explanation. 
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following social norms dictated by Murdoch indirectly, through the media and the 
fiscal-politic relationship.  
The making-network power consist in making connections between the networks, which 
is what Rupert Murdoch has done with his own company News Corp and different 
networks of society, and that is why this power lies again in the owner of this company 
we are talking about. 
Compared with other networks, News Corp is the most extensive from the macro-
network, and it is which most influence exerts on media consumers and on the financial 
markets indirectly, while maintaining a reciprocal relationship with the political 
framework. It is also this company that has been joined the other networks with its in 
order to expand the company.  
Thus, we can say that belongs to Rupert Murdoch the power that the inclusion gives, 
being major structural part of this; most of the power to dictate the rules that people 
within the network has to follow, which is a large part of society, and the power to 
connect the networks he wants. So here basically all the power that derives from the 
macro-network has it Rupert Murdoch in his hands. 
	  
7.2.3. The	  shared	  politic	  power	  
The relation between News Corp and the political network within the macro-network 
reflects that they share a network part with common nodes. News Corp provides money 
lobbying to the political networks90; Rupert Murdoch gives them personal connections 
and the political network in turn do changes in media regulation and policy in order to 
be easier for the company to expand Murdoch’s empire.  
The Castells’ description of this shared power is that since the media is taking part on 
the communication to society, it has also a part of the economic, political and cultural 
power.91 Now what politicians want from the News Corp media is the influence they 
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91 Howard, P. N., 2011. Castells and the media. Malden: Polity Press. p.20. 
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have above the public opinion because this media network has result an important 
broker between politicians, voters and content producer networks92 
In this way, British politics relies on News Corp. This corporation can press to change 
the policy in a way that suits them or want them so their beliefs, ideologies or goals 
prevail. With this type of relationship the politicians could have a lot to lose if the 
public opinion was against them and so, depending on the media, also they cede 
political power to this media network. Thus, we can say that News Corps has, apart 
from all the power mentioned earlier, political power to be a political actor in 
contemporary society. 
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8. DISCUSSION OF THE NEWS CORP POLITICAL ROLE ON 
THE IRAQ WAR 
 
The result of the two analyses, as it appears, does not provide us a completely clear 
answer to whether News Corp actually exercises political influence. When looking at 
the phone calls, which is the only thing giving an impression of actual articulation 
between Tony Blair and Rupert Murdoch; it appears to be more of a friendly exchange 
of opinions, than an actual hegemonical intervention. What makes it difficult to clarify 
such phenomena in relation to this specific situation is also the lack of evidence for a 
change in the pattern of actions. It is difficult to emphasize a specific change in behavior 
by Tony Blair, as he already shared close similarly goals as Rupert Murdoch. However, 
it becomes clear, when analyzing the discourses by the two subjects, that Rupert 
Murdoch have tried to restructure the discourse of Tony Blair by positioning the 
signifiers within it, excluding some of them pointing towards issues for concern in the 
process of speeding up the decision to go into Iraq. But how is it possible to influence 
the discourse of another subject without actual utilization of articulation? The analysis 
of News Corp. as a network can provide us with an answer to this question. As the 
influence of the network is growing due to the extending and the inclusion of 
individuals, one can say that Rupert Murdoch increases his influence by expanding the 
readership of his paper. The more people reading his paper the more discourses put 
forward in the papers, appears as the objective truth for a vast number of subjects. 
Laclau and Mouffe describes the phenomena of an object as something appearing as the 
only truth, in effect of being a such dominant discourse, that it is almost impossible to 
see other patterns of actions as plausible good solutions. As the public is a major 
concern for Tony Blair, the change of their public, stands in direct relation to his own 
discourse, where the timing of the Iraq-war is a master signifier. When Rupert Murdoch 
performs hegemonic interventions through the use of his network onto vast numbers of 
people, it affects the signifier of Tony Blair; removing one of the signifier’s in which 
the nodal point gets its meaning. 
So, although the answer to our questions are not entirely clear, we can estimate that, 
with the relationship between the News Corp network and British politicians network, 
the two of  them shared communication power and political power, as well as a 
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common node that is the Iraq war. Sharing this node, with the analysis of the discourses 
of Tony Blair and Rupert Murdoch and Murdoch's hegemonic intervention, we can 
guess that the relationship through the node of the Iraq war was created by Murdoch. 
We state that Murdoch creates this shared node because, regarding our data, he is the 
first who apparently mention the Iraq war to Tony Blair in their conversations, making 
the two of them related at that point, ie, causing the two networks shared in the same 
node too. This gave Blair more reasons to enter the war, and because of this Murdoch is 
taking advantage of the situation.  
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9. CONCLUSION	  
	  
After doing the necessary research to obtain the data needed for understanding the case, 
we analyzed and discussed them. In continuation of this we can definitely conclude that 
News. Corp. acts as a political actor in society, and are enabled to do so due to their 
political power. Rupert Murdorch posibly influenced Tony Blair's decision to participate 
in the Iraq war, because Rupert Murdoch were the one creating the node of the Iraq war 
and he allegedly pressured Blair on this manner. 
 
The Iraq war has been the junction between Rupert Murdoch and Tony Blair to 
exemplify that News Corp had political power, revealing what the relationship between 
News Corp and the british politicians, was. Focusing on the Iraq war, we went down a 
road investigating how the two different discourses of Rupert Murdoch and Tony Blair 
were antagonists until the Murdoch’s discourse’s hegemonic intervention supposedly 
influenced the decision of Tony Blair, revealing that the media institution of Rupert 
Murdoch also has political influence. The Iraq war has also been the node focused on 
when analyzing the two networks, News Corp and the political network, in order to 
shed light on  the relationship between them, and their shared political power. 
The political power that Rupert Murdoch acquires through its network, New Corp, is 
used for influencing the establishing of norms for most of society through the media and 
the power to connect the networks he proposes. In this way, he also connected the 
political network to the News Corp network, possessing political power to influence 
changes in policy and media regulation and also, supposedly, he was able to influence 
in decisions involving the Iraq war. 
 
So with all the data analyzed, and the conclusion that News Corp has real political 
power, we can generalize, by stating, that a media institution, with a specific inclusion 
mechanism in the network society and with a determinate discourse can obtain political 
power without the people assigning it to the institution democratically. So, we can 
conclude that the media can have power to make political decisions through having 
communication power and political relations. 
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10. REFLECTIONS	  
	  Once	   we	   have	   finished	   our	   project,	   we	   can	   outline	   the	   course	   of	   the	   working	  process	  and	  present	  our	  thoughts	  on	  the	  subject.	  Our	  approach	  to	  the	  project	  was	  very	   ambitious,	   as	   we	   all	   expected	   detailed	   investigation	   and	   far-­‐reaching	  conclusions	  on	  our	  case.	  Each	  of	  us	  seemed	  to	  be	  deeply	  interested	  in	  the	  subject	  of	  media	   and	   its	   connections	   with	   politics.	   Even	   when	   our	   stance	   on	   the	   project	  changed	   several	   times,	   we	   did	   not	   lose	   our	   enthusiasm	   to	   see	   it	   completed.	  However,	  after	  finishing,	  we	  realize	  that	  despite	  our	  best	  intentions,	  we	  have	  made	  a	   lot	   of	   mistakes,	   mainly	   related	   to	   lack	   of	   organization	   and	   sufficient	  determination,	  which	  should	  have	  been	  there	   from	  the	  very	  beginning.	  Our	  work	  has	   been	   marked	   by	   frequently	   repeated	   problems,	   regarding	   both	   the	   group’s	  cooperation	   and	   the	  development	  of	  working	  processes.	  Different	  points	   of	   view	  caused	  discussions,	  which	  were	  a	  waste	  of	  our	  time;	  time,	  which	  should	  have	  been	  spent	   on	   writing	   the	   project.	   That	   was	   also	   a	   big	   mistake	   of	   ours	   –	   we	   started	  writing	  way	  too	  late.	  Another	  important	  issue	  was	  the	  fact	  we	  didn’t	  communicate	  enough	  with	  our	  supervisor,	  and	  vice	  versa.	  	  	  Although	  this	  situation	  was	  very	  negative,	  especially	  since	  the	  results	  of	  our	  work	  were	  strongly	  criticized	  by	  our	  supervisor	  a	  few	  times,	  over	  time	  we	  learned	  how	  to	  work	   in	  group	  and	  slowly	  started	  moving	   forward.	  Now	  we	  know	  that	  we	  can	  work	  very	  effectively	  when	  under	  pressure.	  The	  week	  before	  the	  dead	  line	  we	  did	  not	  have	  a	  lot	  of	  choices.	  We	  had	  to	  decide	  which	  way	  to	  follow	  in	  order	  to	  finish	  our	   project.	   However,	   we	   are	   happy	   that	   even	   though	   we	   had	   to	   struggle	   with	  serious	   issues	   during	   the	   whole	   working	   process	   and	   things	   were	   not	   always	  perfect,	  we	  have	  been	  fighting	  to	  the	  bitter	  end	  and	  managed	  to	  finish	  our	  project	  on	   a	   satisfactory	   level.	   We	   believe	   that	   all	   of	   us	   will	   learn	   a	   lesson	   from	   this	  experience,	  and	  show	  their	  best	  at	  the	  project	  exam.	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Appendix 1 
Portfolio	  	  
Start	  
In the beginning of the project we had different views on the content of the assignment. 
We soon realized that we wouldn’t be able to have all views incorporated in the project. 
In first 3-4 weeks we wished the project to have 3(4) aspects: a mediatized, business 
and political/sociological. After a couple weeks we acknowledged that our expectations 
were too broad, and actually could be divided into several projects. We also started as 7, 
now we are 5. Even though we almost decided to split up, now we are glad we didn’t, 
thus it sometimes can be difficult to reach an agreement. So after agreeing to stick 
together, we tried to be more specific about the goal of the project. It took additional 2-3 
weeks before we actually had something on paper. Another problem we have had doing 
the process is communication. We have had a hard time agreeing, and each of us has 
been taught different ways, so we had to settle and make compromises. We wrote 15 
pages, but later our supervisor said we had gotten it wrong, which was quite annoying 
since we finally were making progress. So the week before the internal evaluation we 
had to start from scratch… 
26-­‐11-­‐12	  
We met up like 3-4 times in one week. Average working hours was 6-7. Now we were 
finally working towards a goal, also by this time we knew what result we wished for 
and that helped us a lot. We were also much more concrete in our writing and research. 
And most important of all, we worked as a team. 
To our defence it took some time to get the necessary info from our supervisor, which 
pushed us in the right direction. 
December:	  
In this final month our whole project was questioned by our supervisor, so we needed to 
restructure it, even though we have followed the given instructions. Our focus still was 
not clear enough, so it was equally necessary to redo loads of part of in the project. With 
one week remaining we worked very intensively and managed to write a new project 
with a concrete focus, and applied our chosen theories. The day before handing in we 
had a complete project which finally lived up to the requirements.  
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Issues	  during	  the	  last	  period	  
	  
We have not been good enough to communicate with each other, or with our supervisor. 
The main mistakes we have made is: from the beginning having an ambiguous project, 
there were no distinguished line that created a coherence, this is a point we all have to 
work with further on. Another point is the lack of knowledge of the academic 
requirements set for the project. We did frankly not know the project requirements; this 
is not our mistake entirely. None of us felt like we have learned or had been told how to 
do a project like this.  The pieces of advice that were given to us, changed during the 
working of the project, which complicated the structure and the communication 
between the supervisor and us. From the beginning it has seemed like we were not on 
the same page as our supervisor. And we had a difficult time understanding the structure 
of the paper because of this…  
Epilogue	  	  
At this stage we still need to work with the communication, punctuality and 
teambuilding.	  We	  have	  to	  be	  clearer	  on	  how	  to	  communicate	  with	  our	  supervisor	  and	  
vice	  versa.	  This	  project	  has	  been	  difficult	  due	  to	  the	  changes	  applied	  to	  it.	  	  Now	  we	  are	  
5	  people	  left	   in	  the	  group,	  which	  does	  make	  things	  easier	  –	  however	  we	  managed	  to	  
finish	  the	  project,	  well	  knowing	  that	  we	  could	  have	  done	  better.	  As	  one	  say:	  “With	  age	  
comes	  experience	  and	  knowledge”.	  This	  project	  has	  given	  us	  the	  taste	  of	  how	  to	  work	  
as	  a	   team,	  but	  also	  the	  variables	   that	  need	  attention.	   It	  has	  granted	  us	  the	  ability	   to	  
listen	  and	  the	  awareness;	  that	  in	  order	  for	  the	  team	  to	  function,	  it	  needs	  to	  act	  like	  a	  
unit.	  A	  unit	  consisting	  of	  different	  individuals	  with	  different	  cultures	  and	  backgrounds.	  	  	  
	  
